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Provo, Utah—Utah Housing Coalition (UHC) and its community 
partners will address affordable housing issues affecting Utah County. 
UHC’s quarterly meeting will take place on Wednesday, November 6, 
2019, from 10:00 am to 3:30 pm at the Startup Building, 111 W 600 S 
Provo, UT 84601.  
 
The meeting is scheduled in two parts, and participants are 
encouraged to attend either one or both. The 1st part (free) is on the 
importance of community land trusts in the creation of affordable 
housing. The lunch and 2nd part ($15) will address affordable housing 
issues and homelessness in Utah County and the critical role that 
federal and state funds play in meeting needs at the local level. 
Anyone interested in attending, can register through UHC’s web page 
https://www.utahhousing.org/uhc-meetings.html 
 
The meeting will start with a presentation and discussion on Community 
Land Trusts—nonprofit community-based organizations that are 
designed to ensure community stewardship of land and a model for 
establish long-term housing affordability. The panel discussion will be 
led by national expert, Michael Brown, a Partner with Burlington 
Associates. Mr. Brown has over 30 years of experience in community 
development, housing development, advocacy, and organizational 
development, particularly with community land trusts and other shared-
equity strategies. 
 
The facilitator of the morning session, Robert Vernon, CEO of the Utah 
Community Land Trust (UCLT) and a Utah Housing Coalition Board 
Member stated “Currently, most affordable housing units in Utah are 
financed in large part by federal programs, such as Low Income 
Housing Tax Credits, USDA Rural Development, Community 
Development Block Grants, and HOME funds. We need more private 
investment to multiply these limited funds. UCLT was established as an 
independent organization, not subject to political change. UCLT is 
working with cities across Utah County to unify public and private 
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interests and make a significant impact on the affordable housing 
shortage.”  
 
The afternoon panel will involve local affordable housing practitioners 
from NeighborWorks MCHS, Provo City Housing Authority, and United 
Way of Utah County. The presenters will address affordable housing 
and homelessness from their professional perspective.  Similar to other 
communities across the Wasatch front, the Utah County rental market 
has seen an increase in price and demand. According to the 2019 Out 
of Reach Report, in Utah County the hourly wage that is necessary  to 
afford a 2 bedroom apartment at the fair market rent of $892 is $16.58.  
At minimum wage, an individual must work 2.3 full-time jobs to afford 
this rent.   
 
The Utah Housing Coalition feels it’s important for Utah state legislators 
to understand what is happening in their districts. We set up this 
meeting with the intention of having community partners educate 
state legislators on the issues on the ground and show how federal and 
state dollars are being invested. We have invited all 21 legislators who 
have constituents in Utah County. Tara Rollins, Executive Director of the 
Utah Housing Coalition stated, “It is our goal for them to see how these 
funds are invested in their communities and the difference they are 
making.”  
 

### 
 

Utah Housing Coalition is a state-wide membership based nonprofit 
organization. Our mission is: 
Through Education, Advocacy, and Community Partnerships, the Utah 
Housing Coalition is dedicated to promoting equitable and sustainable 
communities to ensure all Utahans have a safe and affordable place to 
call home.  
 
Utah Housing Coalition is one of the nine-state partners of the 
Opportunity Starts at Home Campaign. The Campaign seeks to build a 
broad multi-sector movement which generates widespread support for 
federal policies that expand affordable housing for low-income 
people. To build this movement, the campaign is strengthening the 
capacities of multi-sector state coalitions that share the national 
campaign’s goals. 
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