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Kicking off the Conference Ogden Mayor 
Wednesday November 7th, 9:00am 

Mike Caldwell is a visionary leader. Now in his second term as Ogden’s 
Mayor, Caldwell continues to put local economic development at the 
forefront of his agenda. 
 

Caldwell’s work during his first Mayoral term resulted in national acclaim 
for Ogden with Forbes’, Money magazine, and Newsweek among others 
touting the city’s ability to adapt to change and find success.  
 

Despite the recognition, Caldwell remains humble. Citizens have come to 
know him as a transparent city leader with an unsurpassed willingness to 
listen to their concerns. Dubbed Ogden’s “biking mayor,” Caldwell will 

tell you he has been passionately losing races for some twenty years. Mike enjoys Ogden’s high-
adventure recreation lifestyle with his family, and is most proud of the titles Dad and Husband.  

 

 
State of Utah Housing  

 

 
This year’s Housing Matters conference will begin with a review of Utah’s State of Housing.  
The panel, moderated by Representative Becky Edwards, a dedicated advocate on affordable 
housing, will discuss the affordable housing crisis in the state of Utah and what policy makers 
are doing to address this significant issue. 
 
Joining us on this panel will be: 
 

 Speaker of the House, Greg Hughes 
 Representative Val Potter, Co-chair of the Commission on Housing Affordability  
 Representative, Joel Briscoe 
 Johnathan Hardy, Director of Housing and Community Development  
 

Opening Session 
Wednesday, November 7th, 9:15am -10:00am 
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Affordable Housing Development for Beginners – an Overview 
What does it take to be a housing developer?  Get a broad understanding of what is involved. This workshop will 
provide a high-level overview of everything – from the glimmer of an idea, to assessment of need, to identifying 
the optimal partners, to finding the right financial resources, and finally to operating a successful program after 
move in.  Also hear from financial partners about what they look for in a project proposal. 
Presenters: Rhoda Stauffer, Park City Municipal; Irena Edwards, Key Bank 
 

Drilling down to 30% AMI and below 
Over the past 10 years, the housing wage has risen by more than $4 while the average renter wage has only risen 
by $.04. Renters have been priced out of the housing market and developers are struggling to build affordable 
housing for the lowest income people in our communities. The inventory desperately needed in our community 
is at 30% or less of Area Median Income, but with rising building costs, changes on the federal level and a lack 
of financial resources, how do we build to this housing? Following our opening panel, the goal of this discussion 
is to help guide policy when new resources come to the state, and how these can complement the current re-
sources in Utah.  
Facilitator: Tara Rollins, Utah Housing Coalition  
 

Year 30 in the Tax Credit Program and the Need for a Housing Safety Net in the U.S. 
This workshop will begin with an overview of affordable housing needs in the U.S. and Utah before presenting 
findings from a new report by the National Low Income Housing Coalition titled Balancing Priorities: Preservation 
and Neighborhood Opportunity Beyond Year 30. The report sheds light on preservation challenges facing Low In-
come Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) units reaching Year 30 with an examination of the neighborhood character-
istics of these units, as well as how scarce resources for affordable housing lead to a dilemma between the priori-
ties of preserving them as affordable housing and promoting mobility for low-income families to higher-
opportunity neighborhoods. The workshop will conclude with a discussion of policy implications with time for 
questions.   
Presenter: Dan Emmanuel, National Low Income Housing Coalition 
 

Housing IS  Economic Development:  
At the local level, there has always been analysis of the impacts of residential construction on the economy. In 
this period of economic recovery, Wealthworks is another way to think about the link between affordable hous-
ing and local and regional economic growth. A planning tool for local and regional economic development, 
Wealthworks helps us identify leverage points, gaps and opportunities that can have the greatest impact on the  
work we do. 
Presenters:  Blanca Surgeon, RCAC; Michele Weaver, RCAC 
 

You’ve Been Served 
Eviction is complicated, and can affect someone for life, join this session to learn what to do once you or your 
clients have been served. This session will explain Utah’s complex eviction process and the long term effect that 
an eviction has on individuals. Participants will gain a deep understanding of how evictions take place in Utah 
and how advocates can best assist their clients. This session will also explore the resources available on the Utah 
State Court Website, and how these resources can be used. Utah Community Action’s mediator will be joining 
this session to discuss the services they provide for those facing eviction and how these can be accessed.  
Presenters: Nathanael Player, Utah State Courts' Self-Help Center; Heather Lester, Utah Community Action  

Wednesday,  November 7th  
10:15am -11:45am 
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Megan Sandel, MD MPH, is Associate Director of the GROW clinic at Boston Medical Center, 
Principal Investigator with Children’s HealthWatch and Associate Professor of Pediatrics at 
Boston University Schools of Medicine and Public Health. 
 
She is the former pediatric medical director of Boston Healthcare for the Homeless, and is a 
nationally recognized expert on housing and child health. In 1998, she published with other 
doctors at Boston Medical Center, the DOC4Kids report, a national report on how housing 
affected child health, the first of its kind. Over the course of her career, Dr. Sandel has written 
numerous peer-reviewed scientific articles on the subject. In 2001, she became the first medical 
director of the founding site for medical-legal partnerships, Medical-Legal Partnership-Boston. 
From 2007-2016 she served as the Medical Director of the National Center for Medical-Legal 
Partnership. 
 
She served as Principal Investigator for numerous NIH, HUD and foundation grants, working 
with the Boston Public Health Commission and Massachusetts Department of Public Health to 
improve the health of vulnerable children, particularly with asthma. She has served on national 
boards, including Enterprise Community Partners, and national advisory committees at Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics and CDC Advisory Committee for Childhood Lead Poisoning Pre-
vention. 

Lunch Speaker Megan Sandel, MD MPH 
Wednesday, November 7th  12:00-1:30pm 
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Tax Credits 101  
Did you know that the Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) is the most important resource for creating affordable 
housing in the United States today?  Over the past 26 years, the Housing Credit has financed the   development of over 
2.6 million affordable rental homes throughout the nation.  If you are considering developing housing units in your 
community, you will want to learn about the program.  This session will cover basic LIHTC concepts from development 
to compliance. 
Presenter:  Robyn Cordova Utah Housing Corporation 
 
Preserving & Creating Housing for a Broader Tenant Base 
As the profile of housing affordability has risen in national prominence, communities around the country are increas-
ingly looking at ways to develop and preserve housing for a broader tenant base beyond what has been traditionally 
served by the LIHTC and HUD Rental Assistance programs.  This session will explore some of the strategies, approach-
es and opportunities developers are pursuing beyond traditional affordable housing.  Highlights will include workforce 
housing development, Naturally Occurring Affordable Housing preservation, income averaging, Opportunity Zones and 
the recently introduced Middle Income Housing Credit. 
Presenters: Thom Amdur, NH & RA; Russ Condas, Dominium; Nefi Gamez, Utah Housing Corporation; Chris 
Herrmann, Enterprise Community Investment; Laura Wilder, Cohn Reznick; Kimbal Cragle, Gorham & Company 
  
Advocacy 101 
In Advocacy 101, participants will understand the difference between advocacy and lobbying, and what their organiza-
tions are able to do.  Additionally, we will cover advocacy on the federal, state and municipal level, navigating the politi-
cal system and how to create your advocacy plan. This session will explore how affordable housing intersects with many 
other sectors in our communities, such as health, hunger, and civil rights. Participants will be able to access federal and 
local resources that advocates and decisions makers can use to ensure they have the best data available.  
Presenters: June Hiatt, Utah Housing Coalition; Carrie Butler, Action Utah 
 
Making Rural Investments Attractive  
A Café style interactive session designed to draw out solutions to challenges that make investing in our rural areas diffi-
cult. Each representative will have 2-5 minutes to present on their programs and what they think solutions could make 
investment more attractive based on their programs. Table participants will then have time to present challenges to the 
solutions proposed. Outcomes should include action items that could be presented to the Commission on Housing Af-
fordability.  
Table leaders: Dave Watkins, Rocky Mountain CRC; Daniel Herbert-Voss, Olene Walker Housing Loan Fund;  
Tony Montgomery, Federal Home Loan Bank Des Moines    
 
National Housing Trust Fund: Promising Practices Emerging from States 
The presentation will focus on the experiences of States in utilizing and leveraging National Housing Trust funding over 
the first two years of funding.  The presentation will highlight States examples of promising practices with a focus on 
creating deeply affordable rental units, consideration of permanent supportive housing development, efforts to layer/
leverage other affordable housing resources, and consideration of using NHT funds for operating assistance.  This 
presentation will offer Utah's housing policymakers a range of options to consider when determining the best way to 
deploy the State's NHT resources in the future. 
Presenter: James M. Yates, TAC Technical Assistant Collaboration  

Wednesday, November 7th  
1:45pm - 3:15pm 
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Utah Housing Coalition has partnered with the National Low Income Housing Coalition under the banner of 
the Opportunity Starts at Home Campaign. The work to expand affordable housing solutions cannot be done by 
housing advocates alone,  so expanded cross-sector coalitions are working together to increase federal invest-
ments in proven solutions to make homes affordable to low-income people.  
 

This multi-sector panel will address the intersections between housing and health care, criminal justice, hunger, 
and education. Experts in each of these fields will discuss the challenges faced with low income communities, 
how we can better advocate for these issues and federal policies that will work to address issues of systemic     
poverty and lack of affordable housing at its core. Moderated by Dr. Megan Sandel, this panel will be joined by 
Gina Cornia from Utahns Against Hunger, Mikelle Moore from Intermountain Healthcare, Marie Claire Tran-
Leung from the Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law, Jeff Oejda from the Utah State Board of Educa-
tion, and Elizabeth Garbe with the United Way of Salt Lake.   
 
 

Opportunity Starts at Home Multi-Sector Panel  
Wednesday, November 7th  

3:30pm - 5:00pm 
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 Stable, affordable housing 
drives stronger student out-
comes 

 
 A quality affordable home is 

a prescription for hood 
health. It has been linked to 
prevention of long-term 
health problems and pro-
motes healthy, productive 
lives.  

 
 Housing segregation is a  

significant drive of school 
segregation, which causes and perpetuates racial and socioeconomic achievement 
gaps. Ending housing discrimination is one part of the “unfinished business” of civil 
rights.  

 
 Safe, affordable housing enables low income people to climb up the income ladder 

and achieve the American Dream. 
 
 Investments in affordable housing are a proven catalyst for economic growth, job cre-

ation, and development.  



 

 

Networking - Reception  
Wednesday, November 7th  

5:00pm 

 

Thursday 7:30am—Breakfast 
8:15am - Opening Speaker  

The Washington Wire Fresh after Elections  

Join us in networking with music from Michelle 
Moonshine. With original songs rooted in her 
Honky Tonk heroes of the past and tone reminis-
cent of a young Emmylou Harris, Michelle and 
company (JohnDavis / Electric Guitar, Vocals, 
Harmonica & Bronk Onion / Upright bass,     
Vocals) deliver a performance that feels both raw 
yet refined. Declining her recruitment from 
NBC's The Voice, Michelle traded bright lights 
for staying in dirty motels, and a chance to serve 
the song with her band. Currently working on 
their new album with no shortage of new material 
after a long and eventful year, they maintain a 
heavy touring schedule and continue to showcase 
their music regionally with lush harmony and  
ample twang.  

 

 
Michael Morrison is a partner in the San Francisco office of Novogradac & 
Company LLP. Mr. Morrison has extensive knowledge of real estate, includ-
ing affordable housing and federal governmental auditing requirements, in-
cluding U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and 
Rural Housing Service programs. Mr. Morrison is the partner in charge of 
defeasance services for the firm as well as a co-founder of the LIHTC Work-
ing Group, a membership organization that addresses industry concerns and 
technical issues.  
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How to Design a Low-Cost, High-Benefit, High-Performance Building    
We have all heard of the benefits of High-Performance Building (HPB) but believe they cost more than you can 
afford.  This panel will help attendees dispel the myths of HPB by explaining how to design a cost-effective HPB 
while still availing of its benefits.  We will share secrets that allow innovators to build a HPB that costs them less 
in many way than a traditional building. 
Presenters: Josh Roy, Wasatch Properties; Chris Parker, GIV Development; Jill Fredrickson, Rocky        
Mountain Power; Ravi Malhotra, Founder and President, ICAST 
 

Debt and Equity Strategies 
Utah is a unique landscape when it comes to financing affordable housing.  This session will examine some of 
the challenges of escalating development costs, along with some of the creative capital solutions.  Come hear 
from the debt and equity partners in our community to learn more about the latest trends in financing afforda-
ble rental housing. 
Presenters: Amy Rowland, CDFA; John Montgomery Rocky Mountain CRC; Beth Palmer, Key Bank  
Sara Geis, Key Bank; Terry Gentry, The Richman Group  
 

Color of Law 
In this session, Author Mr. Rothstein will discuss his new book, The Color of Law, which describes how racial 
segregation characterizes every metropolitan area in the U.S. and bears responsibility for our most serious social 
and economic problems – it corrupts our criminal justice system, exacerbates economic inequality, creates racial 
disparities in life expectancy and other health outcomes, and produces large academic gaps between white and 
African American schoolchildren.  
 

Yes to ADU’s  
ADU’s could add a significant needed inventory of housing to our state. What are they? Why is it so difficult to 
add them to the inventory? and What are other states doing? This panel will help you understand the benefits of 
these units and how they can help with our shortage of housing units. They will also discuss the barriers and how 
we can get beyond them with creative solutions.  
Presenters: Jake Young, SLCO Regional Planning; Linda Donaldson, Women’s and Children’s Outreach;  
Iris Anna Regn, Civic Art Project Manager with the Los Angeles County Arts Commission 
 

If You Build it Will it Work? 
Permanent Supportive Housing Services and Operations Best Practices 
Permanent Supportive Housing is a nationally proven best practice in ending homelessness and cycles of home-
lessness for very vulnerable, disabled families and individuals.  While we have fairly robust national funding op-
portunities to build supportive housing, operating and services funding remain underfunded and difficult to ac-
cess.  Housing first and harm reduction models continue to be proven strategies and yet these are often difficult 
to implement for philosophical and practical reasons. This workshop will talk about real world successful services 
and operating best practices both in planning, implementation and funding strategies.   
 

In addition, we will highlight Sanderson Apartments, part of Denver’s first social impact bond program focusing 
on the highest utilizers of Denver’s emergency services, specifically jails. The project brought local government, 
private investment, service providers, property manager and developer to the table to get the impactful results.  
We will be sharing services and operating budgets and strategies from this project and highlighting national best 
practices. 
Presenters: Katie Symons, LeBeau Development, LLC; Oriana Sanchez, BlueLine Development   

Thursday, November 8th 
9:15am - 10:45am 
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Advanced Developer Workshop  
This workshop discussion will focus on the implications of the tax reform act of 2017 and how it effects afforda-
ble housing projects.  Included in the discussion on tax reform will be discussion on the following aspects of the 
tax reform act: interest deduction limitations, bonus depreciation, income averaging, Opportunity Zones.  The 
Workshop will also discuss LIHTC Year 15 exit strategies and tax implications.  
Presenter: Warren Sebra, CPA Partner Novogradac & Company LLP 
 
With This Partnership Agreement, I Thee Wed 
Entering into a 15 year partnership with your investor requires careful consideration.   Once you receive your 
award of Housing Credits, you will be courted by many suitors.  This 15 year relationship must be carefully nego-
tiated.  You will be asked to make certain commitments, and you will have your own set of expectations.  Learn 
more about the realities of a tax credit partnership for the long term. 
Presenters: Terry Gentry, The Richman Group; Kirt Peterson, Horizon Development and Management 
  
Navigating NIMBYism 
As the housing crisis grows, push back from communities’ increases making it far more challenging to get afford-
able housing on the ground. In this session, participants will discuss NIMBY, Not In My Back Yard, and how to 
battle it right here in our state. We will also dive deep into the 5 myths of affordable housing, and discuss how 
advocates and community leaders can push back on these myths with data. NIMBYism is an increasing threat to 
the future of affordable housing, join us in this session and learn how to fight back and turn NIMBY’s into 
YIMBY’s, YES! In My Back Yard.  
Presenters: Brynn Mortensen, Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce; Chip Halbach, Consultant from  
Minnesota; Rhoda Stauffer, Park City Affordable Housing Program, 
 
Getting Resources to Rural Communities 
Housing is an immense part of our rural communities but consider access to good health care, quality education, 
infrastructure, jobs, access to legal services and ability to purchase nutritious foods. These are all foundations of a 
vigorous growing area. Hear from other sectors working hard to provide our towns with necessities and resources 
needed to build strong communities.  
Presenters: Nan Anderson, GOED;  Nathaniel Player, Utah State Courts' Self-Help Center; Ryan Hawks, 
DWS; Amy Ivie, USDA;  Jennifer Domenici, Balance of State - Continuum of Care   
 
Intersections of Criminal Justice & Housing  
Have you ever thought about where people go once they leave prison? Data shows that formerly incarcerated indi-
viduals experience high rates of homelessness. This session will review the intersections of housing and criminal 
justice. Participants will gain a better understanding of the negative outcomes that are generated from not hous-
ing formerly incarcerated individuals on both families and communities. We will also discuss State and Munici-
pal policies, such as the Good Landlord Program that prevent formerly incarcerated people from finding hous-
ing, and why it is critical that we remove these barriers for this population.  
Presenter: Marie Claire Tran-Leung, Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law 
  

Thursday, November 8th  
11:00am - 12:30pm 
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The Coalition is honored to recognize affordable housing advocates and practitioners in our field.  
 

  Recent past awardees are: 

Annual Utah Housing Matters Awards Luncheon 
Thursday 12:30pm  

Please Join us in Honoring our Peers  

  Gallivan Legacy Member of the Year Agency of the Year 

2017  Tim Funk Marion Willey andUNHC Bryce Rim Apartments 

2016 Vaughn McDonald GIV Group The INN Between 

2015 Kerry Bate Utah Community Action - Head Start 4th Street Clinic 

2014 Dave Conine Coalition of Mobile Homeowners Utah Nonprofit Housing Corp. 

2013 Palmer DePaulis CIT Bank Mtlands Com. Hsg. Trust 

2012 Sharon Abegglen Crossroads, UCRC, Horizon, NNHC Community Rebuilds 

2011 Pamela Atkinson Crusade for the Homeless Homeless Veterans Fellowship 

2010 Jane Shock Cornerstone Financial Foundation Design Build Bluff 

2009 Jack Gallivan CAP Provo Utah Housing Corporation 

  Rural Project Urban Project Person of the Year 

2017 Self Help Homes, 
Elk Ridge City 

A Day of Hope, 
Project Homeless Connect 

  
Tammy Hunsaker 

2016 Supportive Hsg Tool Kit VOA Youth Center & Shelter Steve Erickson 

2015 Urban Lantern House of St. Anne’s David Woodman 

2014 Epicenter PC Public Works Transit Hsg. Karen Haney 

2013 Mountain View Suites II Bud Bailey Apartments Diane Lamoreeaux 

2012 Vernal Gardens Sally Elliott 

2011 Self Help Housing Program Richard Walker 

2010 Snow Creek Cottages Bud Bailey 

2009 Palmer Court Jan Brontrager 

  Housing Leader on the Hill 

2017 Lieutenant Governor Spencer Cox 

2016 Representative Francis Gibson 

2015 Representative Becky Edwards 
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Join us in the viewing of  A Home of their Own, produced by KUED’s Sally Shaum.  
 

The documentary looks at three families living at the Road Home family shelter in Midvale, Utah. The ultimate 
goal of the shelter is to help people move into their own home as soon as possible. But, as the film points out, 
the road to self-reliance is often paved with barriers beyond a family's control. A variety of factors contribute to 
homelessness, but often it’s a single life crisis that can push a family into an emergency shelter.  
 
Panel Discussion after the viewing, Sally Shaum, KUED; Daneen Adams, Open Doors  

Viewing of  A Home of their Own 
2:00pm—3:30pm  

Join Rocky  Mt CRC and Kier Construction on the Housing Preservation Tour.  
 

Affordable housing gets a bad rap, but developers have come a long way to design amazing low-income housing 
units that blend right into our communities. As advocates and allies for affordable housing, we need to start 
paying attention to housing people can afford. We also need to have a larger conversation about how we can 
preserve our existing stock of affordable housing so that low-income families can continue living in their home 
communities. On this guided tour we will visit affordable housing, homes that have been preserved in parts of 
the city that are thriving.  
 

Ogden Housing Preservation Tour  
2:00pm—3:30pm  
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Thom Amdur joined National Housing & Rehabilitation (NH&RA) in 2004 and currently serves as its Executive Direc-
tor.  NH&RA is a national trade association and peer-network for affordable housing and tax credit developers and related 
professionals including: investors, lenders, public agencies and professional advisers. Thom also serves as the Executive Di-
rector of the Tennessee Developers Council, a state-wide trade association for affordable housing developers and profes-
sionals active in Tennessee and President of the National Association for Opportunity Zone Investments. Thom was previ-
ously employed at a national lobbying firm with a practice focused on financial services and technology issues. Prior to 
moving to Washington, Thom worked in media relations in the New York State Assembly and as a research assistant for 
New Hampshire Governor Jeanne Shaheen. Thom graduated Magna Cum Laude from Tufts University with a double ma-
jor in Political Science and History. 
 

Joel Briscoe is the Democratic Whip in the Utah House of Representatives. He was appointed to the legislature by        
Governor Herbert in 2010, and he is running this year for his fifth term.  
 

Joel retired three years ago after 33 years in public education, most of them teaching U.S. Government and U.S. History at 
Bountiful High School.  
 

He has devoted his energies in the legislature to conserving Utah’s water, cleaning Utah’s air, funding Utah’s public 
schools, fighting climate change, and making the state’s budget more transparent.  
 

In the last legislative session Rep. Briscoe passed legislation so that 17 year-olds can vote in primary elections if they will be 
18 before the November election. He also sponsored legislation that would have the state bond for $100 million for afford-
able housing in Utah.  
 

Carrie Butler – Carrie Butler is a graduate of the Public Health and Public Policy programs at the University of Utah. She 
has a background in data analysis and research, including contributing to a cancer study at Huntsman and coordinating 
the CDC funded biomonitoring program with the Utah Public Health Lab. Carrie is passionate about environmental 
health and public health policy and believes that Utah is a perfect place to employ policies that will expand health coverage 
and reduce cost. She lives in South Jordan with her husband and daughters.  
 
 

Russ Condas is a Senior Development Associate with Dominium Development and Acquisitions.  Russ joined Domini-
um’s development team in 2011 and is responsible for managing multiple teams in sourcing, financing, acquiring and de-
veloping various forms of affordable multifamily housing throughout the United States.  In his time at Dominium, Russ 
has helped to grow the company’s portfolio by more than 12,000 units, to a total of 31,000 units owned and managed, 
becoming one of the industry’s leaders in affordable housing.  Russ has worked primarily within the 4% LIHTC program, 
while also being heavily involved in affordable portfolio acquisitions, workout opportunities, fee simple acquisitions, and 
various other entrepreneurial opportunities. In 2016 Russ relocated from Dominium’s corporate office in Plymouth, MN 
to aid in the opening of a second development office in Denver, CO.  Russ holds bachelor’s degrees in both Finance and 
Real estate from the University of San Diego as well as a master’s degree in Real Estate and Construction Management 
from the University of Denver. 
 

Robyn Cordova is the Housing Credit Analysis for Utah Housing Corporation (UHC).  Her responsibilities include the 
preparation and updating of the on-line portal and excel workbook for the LIHTC application rounds.  Upon completion 
of the projects, Robyn reviews and analyses the Final Cost Certification and is responsible for the issuance of the 
8609.  Although she has only been at Utah Housing for 15 months, she worked at the Housing Authority of Salt Lake City 
for 20 years.  During the last few years of her employment, she was involved with the managing member side of tax credit 
projects.  
 

Gina Cornia,  has been the Executive Director of Utahns Against Hunger since 2001. Before joining UAH, she worked on 
welfare policy for five years at Utah Issues. Ms. Cornia was introduced to the work of Utahns Against Hunger through the 
University of Utah while volunteering at the Bennion Center. For 22 years, she has been working with state administrators, 
state and federal elected officials on the issues of hunger and poverty.  

Presenter Bios   
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Presenter Bios (cont.)   

Kimball Crangle is the Colorado Market President for Gorman & Company. Ms. Crangle was formerly Senior Developer 
for Denver Housing Authority, the largest Public Housing Authority in Colorado and the Rocky Mountain Region. While 
at the Denver Housing Authority, she directed the redevelopment of a 17.5-acre distressed Public Housing site into a na-
tionally-acclaimed mixed-income, mixed-use, transit-oriented community. Focusing on the delivery of energy-responsible 
buildings that also improved the health of residents, Kimball leveraged over $100 million in funding to accomplish six 
phases of development at the site. Ms. Crangle also served in previous roles in the affordable housing sector as: the Direc-
tor of Development for the Adams County Colorado Housing Authority; the Executive Director of the Colorado Commu-
nity Land Trust; and as Senior Analyst at Paramount Financial Group. Kimball’s career has focused on understanding all 
elements of affordable housing development from policy through financing, construction, and implementation. Kimball 
holds a Masters of Urban Planning from the University of Colorado – Denver as well as a Bachelor of Science in Econom-
ics from the University of Kansas. She is also credentialed as a Certified Commercial Investment Manager (CCIM). 
 

Jennifer Domenici has worked for the Department of Workforce Services for 10 years. She worked in the Workforce De-
velopment Division for 8 years and is currently working in the Housing and Community Development Division in the 
Homeless Programs Office as the Balance of State Collaborative Applicant. She has spent the past two years working with 
homeless service providers in Utah's rural communities across the state as the Balance of State Collaborative Applicant.  
 

Linda Donaldson has a passion for helping women and children. Her goal is to see that women can strengthen themselves 
so that their future and their children’s future is one filled with hope. She herself was at one time a single mom and knows 
the struggles of addiction. She is currently a mentor to several women and works with the women at the Utah County Jail 
and Timpanogas Facility in Draper. She has a degree in Child Development as well as Environmental Health and Safety. 
She has worked 11 years as the DOT Compliance Administrator for Savage Services. She has a background in teaching 
elementary school. She is also a business owner. Linda has four children. 
She is the Co-Founder of Women’s and Children’s Outreach and currently the Director  
 

Representative Becky Edwards has serve in the Utah House of Representatives since 2009.  For six years she has chaired 
the Economic Development and Workforce Services Committee.  She also co-chairs the Women in the Economy Com-
mission and the Child Welfare Legislative Oversight Panel.  Rep. Edwards is a champion for family economic prosperity, 
and has sponsored bills addressing housing affordability, intergenerational poverty, early childhood education, and work-
place issues including paid family leave, child care, and workplace discrimination.  The YWCA named Rep. Edwards 
“Public Official of the Year” in 2018.  Her pioneering legislation on climate change has been featured in the New York 
Times and on CNN.  Rep. Edwards’ work to send a statue of Martha Hughes Cannon the U.S. Capitol was featured on 
NPR and in the Washington Post.  She has degrees from Brigham Young University, including a Masters of Social Work 
and an M.S. in Marriage and Family Therapy.   
 

Irena Edwards is currently a Senior Vice President with KeyBank's Affordable Housing Capital Group and has been fi-
nancing Commercial Real Estate since 2005. She has structured over one billion dollars in CRE loans for both construc-
tion and stabilized projects, including retail, office, industrial, and multi-family. She has significant experience in portfolio 
and risk management, construction financing, loan syndication, and permanent loan placement. Irena graduated from 
Westminster College with a BA in International Business and received her MBA from University of Utah.   
 

Dan Emmanuel joined the NLIHC staff in November 2013. He has worked in a range of housing and community devel-
opment contexts since 2008 with a particular focus on program evaluation and community needs assessment. Dan earned 
his B.A. in Philosophy and Psychology from the College of William & Mary and his MSW with a concentration in com-
munity and organization practice from Saint Louis University. 
 

Jill Fredrickson is a Program Manager at Rocky Mountain Power, based in Salt Lake City, UT. Jill is responsible for the 
management, marketing and promotion, and evolving product strategy for wattsmart Homes, the utility’s residential ener-
gy efficiency and incentive program. Jill has been with Rocky Mountain Power for over 15 years and previously managed a 
team of customer service agents specialized in commercial and irrigation customer account management. Jill holds a BS in 
Business Management and volunteers time as the Secretary of the Cyprus Youth Football program where her two boys, 
ages 8 & 10, compete. 
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Nefi Gamez is the Housing Credit Compliance Manager at Utah Housing Corporation (UHC). His responsibilities as 
Compliance Manager include overseeing the monitoring and compliance for all the Low Income Housing Tax Credit 
(LIHTC) developments in the state of Utah consistent with IRC §42 guidelines. Nefi has been with UHC for 17 years and 
brings over 12 years of experience in the LIHTC program.   
 

Elizabeth Garbe has been involved in creating and passing legislation that supports children and families for over 10 years. 
Currently she is the Senior Director of Government Relations and Public Policy at United Way of Salt Lake, where she is 
responsible for developing and implementing UWSL’s public policy agenda in conjunction with UWSL’s Board of Direc-
tors and Public Policy Committee. Prior to joining the United Way team Elizabeth was the Coverage Initiatives Director at 
the Utah Health Policy Project. In this role Elizabeth lead the organizations state health reform work. Before moving to 
Utah in 2007 she worked as the Policy Analyst for the Colorado Community Health Network, Colorado’s Primary Care 
Association. Elizabeth received her Master’s degree in Social Work from the University of Denver. Before receiving her 
MSW, Elizabeth spent six years working at a variety of non-profits serving Wyoming youth. In her free time, Elizabeth en-
joys skiing, hiking, and rafting with her husband and three step-children. 
 

Terry Gentry, Executive Vice President of The Richman Group Affordable Housing Corporation is located in Richman’s 
Portland, Oregon office and is responsible for identifying transactions, underwriting, coordinating due diligence and clos-
ing the equity investments. Since joining The Richman Group in 1999, Mr. Gentry has placed over $1.6 billion in tax 
credit equity in over 250 projects in over $3 billion of assets, including over $200 million in 50 properties in Utah. Prior 
to his work at The Richman Group, Mr. Gentry was a commercial banker at US Bank servicing clients through-out the 
Western state. Mr. Gentry graduated from Portland State University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Ad-
ministration and a Master of Science Degree in Political Science with specialization in sustainable development. He is also 
a graduate of the Pacific Coast Banking School at the University of Washington. 
 

Chip Halbach is the founder and until stepping down in 2017 was the executive director of Minnesota Housing Partner-
ship (MHP), a nonprofit affordable housing advocacy and technical assistance organization. Under Halbach’s leadership 
MHP became one of HUD’s and USDA’s top community development advisors for rural communities and tribal govern-
ments, providing assistance in 45 states. Halbach also led MHP’s innovative communications initiatives, including partner-
ships with Twin Cities public television producing two affordable housing documentaries, “Homes for All” and “Sold 
Out.” Currently Halbach is a public policy advisor to Dominium Development and Acquisition, one of the nation’s top 
producers of affordable housing. Halbach holds an MS in Community and Regional Planning from the University of 
Texas. 
 

Jonathan Hardy serves as the Director of the Housing and Community Development Division within the Department of 
Workforce Services. He has also held roles as the Area Director for Workforce Development in the Salt Lake and Tooele 
County area and previously served as the Director for the State of Utah's Community Services Office and the State Small 
Business Credit Initiative. He is a graduate of the University of Utah. 
 

Ryan Hawks began working with the Department of Workforce Services in 2010.  During that time he has worked as an 
Eligibility Specialists on a CHIP team, a Supervisor for a TANF team, and is currently a Program Specialist/Trainer for the 
department. He graduated from Weber State University with a degree in Communications.   
 

Daniel Herbert-Voss has served as the Multifamily Housing Program Specialist for a total of ten years at HCDD, under-
writing a total of 175 affordable multifamily housing projects comprised of over 10,000 units receiving over $100 million 
in OWHLF funds.  Prior to that position he served as a Compliance Specialist/Auditor for HCDD performing file and 
property inspections for three years after coming from Utah Housing Corporation, where he oversaw compliance for all 
operating Utah LIHTC projects for five years.  Daniel has a Master of Accountancy earned at Southern Utah University in 
2000, and also holds bachelors’ degrees in Psychology, Business Administration, and Accounting.  He also earned the 
Utah Certified Public Manager® designation in 2013, and is presently taking on new responsibilities at HCDD as a Con-
tract/Grant Analyst for the OWHLF and HEAT programs. 
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As a vice president for Enterprise Community Investment, Inc., Chris Herrmann is responsible for overseeing Enterprise’s 
conventional equity program. He was named to lead this new effort in 2013. Chris is responsible for raising, structuring 
and managing equity funds, as well as evaluating and closing investment opportunities. 
 

Previously, Chris was a director, where he analyzed, evaluated and bid on affordable housing investment opportunities that 
leveraged the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) and the Federal Historic Tax Credit. In this role, he facilitated the 
successful closing of more than 70 transactions with a total of more than $625 million in LIHTC equity. 
 

Chris has been involved in housing finance since 2005. Before joining Enterprise, he worked with John Hancock Realty 
Advisors in Boston, where he participated in the direct investment of affordable housing projects utilizing LIHTC, Historic 
Rehabilitation Tax Credits and state tax credit programs. 
 

Chris graduated summa cum laude from Northeastern University with a Bachelor of Science in business administration 
and a dual concentration in finance and entrepreneurship. He was a founding co-chair of the New York Housing Confer-
ence’s Young Leadership Council, and he continues to serve as an active member. 
 

June Hiatt is a community advocate with over 10 years of experience in politics, policy and community development. June 
has recently joined the Utah Housing Coalition team and serves as the Director of Policy & Advocacy. June believes that 
focus on community and people is the key to good advocacy work. Whether working to align advocates behind a common 
goals, or advocating for legislation to preserve and develop affordable housing, June is most at home when serving her com-
munity. June is currently working on her Master of Public Administration at the University of Utah and served the people 
of Namibia as a Community Economic Development volunteer in the US Peace Corps.  
 

Greg Hughes represents Draper in District 51 and currently serves as Speaker of the House. He and his wife, Krista, are the 
parents of three children. He grew up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, moved to Utah to work on a political campaign and 
ended up staying, attending Utah Valley State College and BYU. He is a small business owner in the real estate develop-
ment and property management sector. 
 

During his time in the Legislature, Speaker Hughes has supported state spending limitations, a flatter state tax, truth in 
bonding legislation and other tax and spending reforms. He has worked extensively on issues that would help attract busi-
ness and increase job availability for the citizens of Utah through tax reforms and incentives.  
 

Hughes has worked on a number of bills to show his support for our military and veterans, including sponsoring a Purple 
Heart tuition waiver for injured vets. He participated in the negotiations that allowed Utah to maximize federal money in a 
unique way, leading the state to be able to build three desperately needed new veterans nursing homes. 
 

Outside of his legislative service, Hughes is active in the community and has served in positions on the boards of Summit 
Academy Charter School, United Way of Salt Lake and Lone Peak Hospital.  
 

Amy Ivie was raised in the very small farming community of Fountain Green, in central Utah where she lived most of her 
life.  She attended North Sanpete High School and Snow College.  She grew up helping on the farm where her dad was 
and still is a sheep and hay producer.  She has three grown daughters and two granddaughters.  She has had a variety of 
jobs, including truck driver, and has travelled quite a bit throughout the United States. 
 

In 2002, she started her career with USDA Rural Development, working in the housing department in the Manti Office.  
She has also worked in the Provo and office and the State Office in Salt Lake.  She currently lives in Logan and works in 
the North Logan office in the Community Programs department. 
She loves the beauty of the Cache Valley.  She enjoys hiking, running, skiing, snowshoeing and traveling. 
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Heather Lester is currently serving as the Landlord Tenant Mediator with Utah Community Action.  She has worked in 
this position over the past 3 years, which includes volunteer work in and outside of Salt Lake County.  Heather primarily 
assists with landlord/tenant de-escalations and negotiations relating to deposits, extensions, payment arrangements, fee 
waivers, Utah Fit Premise issues, resource referrals, nuisance and Fair Housing Act issues.  She also dedicates a portion of 
her time to tenant education services for internal clients, community agency referrals, court services and other agencies as 
requested.  In addition, Heather attends occupancy hearings for filed evictions within the court system to offer mediation 
services when needed.  Heather is very passionate about the practice and need for mediation, advocacy and facilitation in 
correlation with all housing related matters in Utah.   
 

Heather graduated from Creighton University School of Law, Werner Institute Negotiation and Dispute Resolution in 
2014 with an emphasis in organization development.  During her time at Creighton, she gravitated and focused her efforts 
in the areas of social services, access to justice and online dispute resolution.  In addition, she served as the Co-Chair and is 
now the presiding Chair of the Online Dispute Resolution Section with the Association of Conflict Resolution.  She has 
volunteered with many organizations for business set up, marketing and education.  She has spent over 18 years in the legal 
field as a paralegal, office manager, compliance specialist, governance analyst, human resource manager, professor, program 
director and mediator.   
 

Ravi Malhotra is an experienced engineer and social entrepreneur who has established eight social enterprises with an em-
phasis on sustainable technologies. He is currently focused on finding financially sustainable models to solve the affordable 
housing and climate change crisis. Ravi holds a bachelor’s degree in Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology, 
Delhi, India, and a Master’s degrees in Engineering and Business Administration from the University of Texas at Austin. 
 

John Montgomery is currently the Chief Lending officer for Rocky Mountain Community Reinvestment Corporation 
(RMCRC) located in Salt Lake City, Utah. He received his B.S. Finance degree from the University of Utah in 1986. He 
has received several Mortgage Bankers of America (MBA) and American Banking Association (ABA) certifications. John 
has over 25 years of commercial real estate finance and management experience including regional production manage-
ment, construction finance/administration, low income housing, product development, audit, underwriting, policy devel-
opment and asset management resolution. Past employers have been primarily First Security Bank / Wells Fargo,   Zions 
Bank, San Diego National Bank and the FDIC.  
 

Loan originations include over $700 million in term loan and construction originations. Lending activities have included 
Commercial Real Estate, Commercial and Industrial, SBA, Acquisition and Development, Freddie Mac/Fannie Mae Mul-
tifamily, Affordable Housing (LIHTC), Private Activity Bonds (PAB), Commercial Mortgage-Backed Securities (CMBS), 
and Luxury Mountain Resort.  
 

John is a former member of the Freddie Mac Multifamily National Advisory Council. He has also served on various civic 
and community boards, commissions and committees. 
 

Tony Montgomery, Rental Housing Manager, joined the Federal Home Loan Bank of Des Moines in 2014.  Tony has 
worked in the areas of community development, affordable housing, and mortgage finance for over 20 years.  Before     
joining the Bank, Tony was a Vice President with Wells Fargo and Company working in the areas of mortgage servicing 
and loss mitigation.  Prior to Wells Fargo, Tony worked for the City of Des Moines, Iowa as the Redevelopment Manager.   
Tony received his B.S. in Community and Regional Planning from Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa and a MBA from 
Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa.   
 

Mikelle Moore, has been a part of Intermountain Healthcare’s leadership team for over 20 years. In April 2017, Mikelle 
joined the Executive Leadership Team as Senior Vice President of Community Health, where she leads system-wide preven-
tion and community health improvement efforts in support of Intermountain’s mission of helping people live the healthi-
est lives possible. Prior to this role, she was Vice President of Intermountain Healthcare Community Benefit and continues 
to serve as the President of the Intermountain Community Care Foundation.  
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Brynn Mortensen is the Public Policy and Special Projects Coordinator at the Salt Lake Chamber, Utah’s largest and long-
est standing business organization. In this role, Mortensen manages many of the Chamber’s public policy initiatives includ-
ing the Utah Housing GAP Coalition, which launched in May of 2018 to address Utah’s looming housing crisis. She coor-
dinates all of the outreach, marketing and education efforts for the Housing GAP Coalition. Most recently, Mortensen has 
focused on visiting every city council across the Wasatch Front to discuss the challenge of housing affordability and how 
local government and the business community can collaborate and tackle this threat to our economic prosperity. Morten-
sen serves as a member of the Governor’s Commission on Housing Affordability and leads the marketing and education 
advisory group. She graduated from Weber State University with a degree in political science and technical writing, and will 
graduate with her executive MBA from Utah State University in May.  
 

Jeff Ojeda began his teaching in his native town of Los Angeles, California.  He taught for 12 years at Los Angeles Unified 
Schools District where he began coaching and administrative work at Stevenson MS in East Los Angeles.  He also taught 
for two years in Utah before taking on the role of Minority achievement specialist and then Title III Specialist.  He current-
ly is the Migrant Education Program and McKinney Vento Program, state director at the Utah State Board of Education. 
 

Chris Parker has an abiding passion for helping places renew. This interest has gradually progressed from buildings to 
blocks to catalytic neighborhood redevelopments like the Imagine Jefferson and Startup Crossing efforts.  As Director of 
Giv Group, he's overseen the successful completion of over 500 units of low and mixed-income housing and breaks ground 
on another 500 in 2018.  His most recent completed development, Project Open, is the first carbon-neutral multifamily 
building in Utah to be built at lower construction costs than a traditionally-powered structure. 
 

Kirt Peterson is a founder and owner of Horizon Development and Management, LLC which specializes in the development of 
affordable housing in the Inter-Mountain West.  Horizon Property Management, LLC was formed to facilitate the management 
of the portfolio development by Horizon Development and Management.   Mr. Peterson has a wide breadth of knowledge in 
the multifamily industry with special expertise in world of affordable housing.   
 

Nathanael Player is the Director of the Utah State Courts' Self-Help Center, which provides free legal help and infor-
mation to thousands of unrepresented litigants. Prior to joining the courts, Nathanael represented low-income tenants fac-
ing eviction for seven years in Washington, D.C. and San Francisco. As the supervising attorney of a legal clinic in San 
Francisco he oversaw the litigation of hundreds of eviction cases, managed eleven attorneys and helped to establish a trial 
program, filling a gap in the city's legal services. He also supervised the drafting of two data-driven reports on the state of 
evictions in San Francisco, which were instrumental in passing amendments to buttress the city's tenant protections.  
 

Val Potter, elected to the House of Representatives in 2016 for District 3 in Cache County.  Co-Chair of the Housing Af-
fordability Commission, Member of the Higher Education Appropriations Committee; Member of the House Business and 
Labor and Political Subdivisions Committees, and the Transportation Interim Committee. 
 

Cache County Council Member 2011-2016 
North Logan City Mayor 2002-2006 
North Logan City Council Member 1992-1996 
 

Works as Executive Director of Development at Utah State University. 
Lives in North Logan City.   
Married to Nancy, with 3 children and 7 grandchildren. 
 

Iris Anna Regn is a Civic Art Project Manager with the Los Angeles County Arts Commission. She has a multidisciplinary 
social design practice with a focus on the individual in relation to the whole. Regn is on the faculty of the Creative Action 
Program at Otis College of Art and Design and holds degrees from the Southern California Institute of Architecture (SCI-
ARC) and Smith College. 
 

Author, Richard Rothstein is a Senior Fellow at the Haas Institute, a Distinguished Fellow of the Economic Policy Insti-
tute where he works on policy issues regarding education and race, and a senior fellow (emeritus) at the Thurgood Marshall 
Institute of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund. He is also the author of The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How our Gov-
ernment Segregated America. Rothstein was a senior fellow at the Chief Justice Earl Warren Institute on Law and Social Policy 
at Berkeley’s law school, until that institute closed at the end of 2015. 
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Amy Rowland has 30 years of experience in community, economic and affordable housing development, with extensive 
experience raising tax credit equity and securing financing for a variety of affordable housing and community development 
projects. In March of 2018, Amy joined Community Development Finance Alliance (CDFA) as President and CEO. 
CDFA is a nonprofit organization that provides New Markets Tax Credit financing to community facilities and mixed-use 
projects. Prior to joining CDFA in March 2018, she served as Utah Field Director for the National Development Council 
(NDC).  She provided local leadership for NDC’s lending, investment and technical assistance work in Utah, and consult-
ing services to local nonprofits and municipalities on their development projects, including CDFA’s projects such as Head 
Start, Volunteers of America’s Teen Center and the County of Salt Lake’s Downtown Public Health Clinic.  
 

Rowland was also VP of Originations for the National Affordable Housing Trust (NAHT), where she provided develop-
ment services to NAHT’s five national nonprofit member organizations on LIHTC projects throughout the United States.  
Prior to that, she worked in a variety of housing development roles at Mercy Housing for over ten years.  Her experience 
also includes four years as a Community Lending Officer for Bank of America, and eight years as the founding Executive 
Director of a nonprofit housing organization in San Diego.  Amy has an M.A. in Architecture and Urban Planning from 
UCLA. 
 

Joshua Roy is from San Diego, CA. Moved to Salt Lake City 5 years ago. He has a M.S. in Sustainability Management from 
National University, San Diego. Currently works for The Wasatch Group where he focuses on building science, energy 
modeling, and commercial and residential zero waste programs. He is currently working on a multi-family housing project 
where he anticipates to save $1.5M in rebates through Rocky Mountain Power energy efficiency incentives. He is also cur-
rently working with Real Salt Lake Academy in achieving their zero waste goals. He is married with four kids, and in his 
free time surfs, ski's, and play indoor soccer. Yes, he looks like Vigo Mortenson. No, he is not Vigo Mortenson. 
 

Oriana Sanchez works with BlueLine Development, Inc. BlueLine is based in Missoula, Montana and has developed hous-
ing in Utah, Colorado, Wyoming and in the Leech Lake District in Minnesota. In her role as a Development Manager, 
Oriana’s responsibilities include all aspects of affordable housing development during concept, pre-development and con-
struction phases. She works closely with BLD personnel during the application phase of Low Income Housing Tax Credit 
(“LIHTC”) developments; works with syndicators, investors, lenders and consultants during the due diligence phase of 
LIHTC developments; works with BLD’S and projects accountants to facilitate tax preparation, cost certifications and an-
nual auditing; and works directly with communities through the entitlement process to ensure a smooth transition.  
 

Prior to coming to BlueLine, Oriana was the Director of Real Estate for the Mental Health Center of Denver and was part 
of the Social Impact Bond (SIB) Initiative, which Sanderson Apartments is a part of. Sanderson is a 60-unit Permanent 
Supportive Housing building serving Denver’s most frequent users of the jail system and other emergency services.  
Sally Shaum believes public television can build community and change lives through the power of storytelling. 
 

As a KUED Producer-Director, Sally Shaum is intrigued by stories of the lives of Utahns. Telling stories of both present 
and past, Sally has produced/directed KUED documentaries on Utah’s children, war veterans, refugee youth, the Southern 
Paiutes of Utah, and homeless issues. 
 

Sally is a graduate of The University of Utah, and is the recipient of multiple Rocky Mountain Emmy awards for produc-
tion excellence. She grows a mean basil bush, noodles on a four-string, and holds a mountainous amount of love for docu-
mentary film, human and social justice stories, music, snow, red-rock, and Ruben. 
 

Rhoda J. Stauffer is the Affordable Housing Specialist for Park City Municipal Corporation, overseeing the City’s afforda-
ble housing programs which involves working with developers to fulfill their affordable housing obligations, providing sup-
port to local nonprofits to enhance their programs via land donations and bridge loan assistance for development as well as 
conducting annual review of compliance on existing deed restricted units.  Prior to joining the City in June of 2008, Ms. 
Stauffer managed affordable housing and finance programs for national nonprofits based in Washington DC.  Over the 
past 25 years, she has provided technical assistance to hundreds of nonprofits across the nation assisting them with their 
affordable housing programs, advising on effective management skills, solicitation of grants and efficient operations.  
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Blanca Surgeon joined Rural Community Assistance Corporation (RCAC) in 1995 as a trainer, assistance provider, facilita-
tor and community coach assisting rural communities and Native Americans nations.  During her tenure at RCAC, Blanca 
has crafted a long and accomplished career working in various roles in small communities to promote and implement lead-
ership development, board and organization capacity building, economic development, water resources management, and 
regional collaboration. Blanca is a team player with extraordinary knowledge, passion, and systems thinking. She is a gradu-
ate of the University of New Mexico. She regularly trains community-based groups. She also does speaking engagements at 
state and national conferences in the United States and Latin America. She is fully bilingual English and Spanish.  
 

Katie Symons has close to 20 years of experience working in various industries, from non-profit and for-profit to K-12 and 
higher education. She has spent most of her time working in human services, specifically in homelessness and affordable 
housing. Katie currently serves as a supportive housing consultant with LeBeau Development LLC, a small, women-owned 
consulting company located in Colorado. The mission of LeBeau Development is to work with Native, rural and non-profit 
communities across the country to assist them in providing a range of housing opportunities for individuals and families 
experiencing homelessness. Katie assists with grant-writing, technical assistance and capacity building for communities in 
Colorado, New Mexico and Utah, working to develop permanent supportive housing. Previously, Katie served as the pro-
gram manager for Denver’s Road Home, overseeing emergency shelter and street outreach efforts; conducted an analysis of 
homelessness in 22 counties in Colorado through Governor Hickenlooper’s Office; and served as project manager for nu-
merous Project Homeless Connect events.  
 

Marie Claire Tran-Leung advocates on behalf of low-income people to reduce unfair criminal records barriers to affordable housing. In 
2010, she was awarded a Soros Justice Fellowship for a project to increase the use of the Fair Housing Act to challenge such 
barriers. She most recently authored When Discretion Means Denial: A National Perspective on Criminal Records in Fed-
erally Subsidized Housing. Her prior work has included expanding employment opportunities for people with criminal rec-
ords and preserving subsidized housing. She earned her B.A. from Northwestern University and her J.D. from Loyola of 
Los Angeles Law School, where she was named a Public Interest Scholar and received a post-graduate fellowship. 
 

Michele Weaver has worked in the housing industry including lending, CRA banking, homebuyer and financial education 
for over 25 years. She joined the RCAC team in July of 2015 as a Rural Development Specialist and currently works with 
housing and economic development organizations participating in rural Utah, California and Arizona. Michele serves on 
various boards and committees including the Utah Commission on Housing Affordability.  
 

Laura Wilder, CPA, is a Partner in the Firm’s Sacramento office and a member of the Firm’s Tax Practice. With15 years of 
experience, Laura has provided tax compliance services to clients in the retail, real estate, and not for-profit industries. She 
concentrates on real estate clients, focusing on low-income housing, including both for-profit and not-for-profit entities. 
Laura is also a member of the Firm’s Not-for-Profit and Education Industry Practice. Laura provides her low-income hous-
ing clients with a variety of services which includes tax return preparation, AUP reports, tax credit consulting such as end of 
compliance period analysis, exit strategy analysis, and ensuring compliance with tax regulations. Laura’s responsibilities at 
CohnReznick include planning and performing tax engagement compliance in the areas of multifamily residential real es-
tate, construction, and not-for-profit organizations. 
 

Jim Yates has over 27 years of experience in affordable and permanent supportive housing development for vulnerable pop-
ulations. Jim provides TA and consultation to community organizations and state and local governments regarding the de-
velopment and financing of permanent supportive housing for low-income disabled persons and other vulnerable popula-
tions. He is also a nationally recognized expert in the US Department of Veterans Affairs health care system and programs 
serving homeless veterans and other “veterans in need.” Jim is also currently a Colonel in the Army National Guard. He 
has performed three overseas deployments in key leadership positions supporting a peace enforcement mission in Bosnia 
and two combat tours in Afghanistan.  
 

Jake Young is a catalytic planner and designer in pursuit of thoughtful change for Utah cities and neighborhoods.  Jake is 
currently leading Salt Lake County’s efforts to update the Wasatch Canyons General Plan and develop an insightful long-
term master plan for the west bench of Salt Lake Valley.  Jake has in-depth planning experience working with cities on hous-
ing solutions, ADU’s, form-based codes, general plans, designing walkable neighborhoods and sustainable sites.  Jake be-
lieves city design is a constant effort balancing pros and cons, problem solving systems and making places enjoyable for liv-
ing, working and recreating. 
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Did You Know? 
 

The housing wage in the state of Utah is $17.77per hour 
The minimum wage in Utah is $7.25 per hour 

This means that an individual employed at minimum wage must work 98 hours per week to  
afford a 2-bedroom apartment at the fair market rate. $924/month 

 

Fact Sheet, prepared by Utah Housing Coalition      November 1, 2018 
       S.548 - Affordable Housing Credit Improvement Act of 2017 / H.R.1661  
 
We respectively ask Senator Hatch as Chair of the Senate Finance Committee to move S.548 to a vote.  
Passing S.548 and increasing tools for affordable housing could be his legacy as he leaves office.  
 
S.548 - Affordable Housing Credit Improvement Act of 2017 / H.R.1661 — 115th Congress (2017-2018) 
Senate Sponsor: Maria Cantwell, D-WA / Co-Sponsor Senator Hatch R-UT 
House Sponsor: Rep. Patrick Tiberi, R-OH 
 

 This legislation has 41 co-sponsors in the Senate now 
 It also has 181 co-sponsors in the House of Representatives 

 
Research shows that in Utah for every 100 extremely low income households, there are only 31 afforda-
ble and available apartments. Low Income Housing Tax Credits are a primary source of funding for the 
construction and preservation of affordable housing.  
 
This bill includes a 50% expansion of the Housing Credit – and important reforms to more deeply target 
these resources to families who need it the most.  
 
The bill revises various requirements to: 

 establish a 4% minimum credit rate for certain projects,  
 permit relocation costs to be taken into account as rehabilitation expenditures, 
 repeal the qualified census tract population cap,  
 require housing credit agencies to make certain determinations regarding community  
      revitalization plans,  
 prohibit local approval and contribution requirements,  
 increase the credit for certain projects designated to serve extremely low-income households,  
 increase the credit for certain bond-financed projects designated by state agencies,  
 increase the population cap for difficult development areas, and 
 eliminate the basis reduction for a property that receives the tax credit for investments in     

energy property if the affordable housing credit is allowed for the property.  
 
The bill also modifies requirements regarding the reconstruction or replacement period after a casualty 
loss, rights related to building purchases, the prohibition on claiming acquisition credits for properties 
placed in service in the previous 10 years, foreclosures, and projects that assist Native Americans.  
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Wednesday, November 7th  

  8:00am 
10:00am 

Registration & 8:00am                                                                                                                              
9:00am Welcome by Ogden Mayor Caldwell 

Panel—Utah State Legislature State of Housing                                             

Room Meeting Room 101 Meeting Room 102 Executive Room 100 Rehearsal Room  Meeting Room 103 

10:15am 
11:45am 

Affordable  
Housing  

Development for  
Beginners 

Drilling down to 
30% AMI and Below 

 

Year 30  
Now what?  
New Report 

NLIHC 
 

Housing is Economic 
Development  

You’ve Been Served 

Noon Lunch & Keynote Dr. Sandel   

1:45pm 
3:15pm 

Tax Credits 101  

Preserving &        
Creating Housing for 

a Broader Tenant 
Base  

Advocacy 101  
Making Rural       
Investments          
Attractive  

National Housing 
Trust Fund  

Examples of what 
States are doing  

3:30pm 
5:00pm Panel—Opportunity Starts at Home  

5:00pm 
7:30pm Reception—Music provided by Michele Moonshine  

Thursday, November 8th  

 7:30am 
 9:00am 

7:30am Breakfast                                                                                                           
8:15am The Chapter After Election - The Washington Wire  

  9:15am 
10:45am 

How to Design a 
Low-Cost,           

High-Benefit,      
High-Performance 

Building    

Debt Equity     
Strategies 

Color of Law  Yes to ADU’s  
If You Build it     
Will it Work? 

11:00am 
12:30pm 
 
 

Understanding       
&                      

Working with     
Federal Tax 

Changes  

Partnership             
&  

Agreements  

Navigating 
NIMBYism 

Getting Resources to 
Rural Areas  

Intersections        
of Criminal       

Justice & Housing  

12:30pm 
1:45pm Lunch & The Utah Housing Coalition Annual Awards  

2:00pm 
3:30pm 

Affordable Housing Tour  
Sponsored by Rocky Mt CRC    

KUED Special Feature   
A Home of Their Own  

2018 Utah Housing Matters 
Conference Agenda 


