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Trip to DC

Utah had its biggest representation ever at the National Low Income Housing Coalition
Conference in Washington DC, April 11 14". Sonya Martinez, Salt Lake CAP, Shawn
Tiegen, CAP Utah, Francisca Blanc and Tara Rollins from the UHC all attended. | hope
we can add many more to next yearo6s conf

Inside this issue:

The Conference is always kicked off with the State Partners meeting. The NLIHC Board,
Staff and 23 states participated. | find this meeting most valuable because each state has
chance to talk about their ATop Two Topi
on Manufactured Home legislation and Foreclosure work.

Other topics at the State Partners meeting included Federal Policy Update presented by
NLIHC staff. Current HUD rural programs were presented by Joe Belden from the
Housing Assistance Council. James Corless from Transportation for America gave a great
presentation on the transportation process, sustainable community endeavors and
opportunities for housing advocates. We liked him so much we have invited him to be one
of our guest speakers at our Fall Conference.

The following are some of the Guest speakers and HUD Staff who
presented at the conference:

HUD Secretarshaun DonovanDonna Gambrell Di rect or of the U. S. LT
Community Development Financial Institution Fuddirian Nicole LeBlancaward winning
journalist and author dRandom Family: Love, Drugs, Trouble and Coming of Age Battmeyaronx,
Frank, Chair -House Committee on Financial Servic8gnator Jeff Merkleyark Johnson

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Special Needs, Office of Community Planning and Development;
Barbara PoppgExecutive Director, U.S. Interagency Council on HomelesRuesdd Ashford
Director, HOPE VI Community and Supportive Servibésne Yentel Senior Housing Program
Specialist, Management and Occupancy Division, Office of Public Housing Préglizans;

Apgar, Senior Advisor to the Secretary for Mortgage Findooathan HarwitzDeputy Chief of
Staff;Staci Gilliam Hampton Director, Economic Opportunity DivisioBarbra SardSenior

Advisor for Rental Assistan&glin Geevarghes®ffice of Sustainable Housing and Communities.
Fred KarnasSenior Advisor to the Secretalyhn TrasvingAssistant Secretary for Fair Housing
and Equal OpportunityMercedes MarqueAssistant Secretary for Community Planning and
Developmentyolanda ChavesDeputy Assistant Secretary, Office of Community Planning and
Developmentkurk Usowsky Deputy Assistant Secretary for Economic Affairs.

As you can see, we had astalt lineup at the conference. | have been to this conference a
few times and this has to have been the best. The expertise and participation of panels wa
exceptional. We all feel we brought back great information and new things to work on.
Perhaps new angles to conquer an old problem.

Tara Rollins




2010 Legislative Update I

Francisca Blanc, Utah Housing Coalition fblanc@xmission.com

Utah statute will change once again on May 11, 2010 due to the passage of a number c
bills during the 2010 General Session of the 58th Legislature. Utah legislators dealt this
: year with 21 bills related to housing, and discussed and decided how much would be
53 allocated to Olene Walker Housing Loan Fund and Pamela Atkinson Homeless Trust
o Fund. The legislators will also study 9 housing interim items throughout the coming
o J‘ year. Typically, interim items consist of issues that the individual legislator cares about,
/IW | issues that interest groups bring up to their attention, or bills that failed during the
session. This year weobve seen more inte
~p r\ - fact that many of the bills that were filed were not heard. This was a leadership decision
]ﬁ‘!‘; = T ¥ so the lawmakers direct their attention to budget issues. Although the housing bills
i J didn't create the controversy other message bills did, this session we worked on
: important housing issues that will significantly affect the housing arena. Also typically,
the housing advocates and other industry groups have been working against each othel
This year all parties strived to communicate and cooperate with one another.

Every single enacted housing bill was discussed and negotiated. Either it was manufactured home issues, landlord/ter
relationships, or foreclosure, ample conversations took place. We want to express our great appreciation to all of you \
provided us with feedback and support. Although, one particular issue, the economic development amendments, was
addressed as openly as we had hoped, we feel confident that the door for cooperation is open.

You will find in this issue a more comprehensive legislative coverage than in the past editions (the next 5 pages).

The number of individuals who work at the Capitol on promoting, sustaining, and funding affordable housing grew!
Many thanks to all agencies, Utah Apartment Association, Utah Bankers Association, Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County
Utah League of Cities and Towns, and Pamela Atkinson!

For more detailed information, you can download the 2010 Legislative Review from our
Public Policy Web page
http://www.utahhousing.org/public_policy.htm
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Members from the Salt Lake Valley Habitat for Humanity Board of
Directors, Executive Directors from the Cache Valley, Salt Lake Valley,
Southwest Utah and Utah County Habitat for Humanity affiliates and
guest were privileged to take part on April 19, 2010 in the ceremonial
bill signing with Gondieidual mcomeGlax y
Contribution for Methamphetamine Housing Reconstruction and
Rehabi |l it hil spansoredhy Stdt® Senator Karen Mayne and
Representative Jennifer Seelig. This bill allows all Utahns the
opportunity to make an impact in their communities by helping
organizations such as Habitat for Humanity to demolish substandard
homes contaminated by Methamphetamine toxic residue and replace
Zi them with new affordable homes for low income families.

Volume 10, Issue 2 Page2



2010 Legislative Update: Fit Premises Act

Sonya Martinez, Salt Lake Community Action Program smartinez@slcap.org

The Utah Fit Premises Act is the state law that governs the duties and rights of tenants and
landlords in rental housing conditions. The Utah Fit Premises Act requires landlords to Lo
maintain property fit for human habitation and according to local codes and ordinances. =
The Act requires tenants to cooperate in maintaining the property and abide by the rental

agreement. Fit Premises provides remedies to tenants whose landlords are not abiding by th@g, I
law or rental agreement. | el

S.B. 45 Utah Fit Premises Act Amendmensponsored by Senator Wayne Niederhauser,

proved to be one of the most important and contentious housing bills at the Utah State ,‘, Y. L.
Legislature this past session. S.B. 45 posed concerns for housing advocates including 1 AP L £
inadequate time frames to correct habitability issues, problems with the requirements of ’ﬁv« 1

notices from tenants to landlords, conditions placed on victims of domestic violence who

want to get out of their leases, and a state preemption resulting in the loss of local N~

protections and limiting the power of local governments in addressing landlord/tenant

Housing advocates from various agencies worked tirelessly with Senator Niederhauser, local government officials, the
League of Cities and Towns, and the Utah Apartment Association to address the concerns. Senator Ben McAdams
sponsored amendments which were successful in improving the bill. In summary,”Sgb<tfiute as amended does

the following:

1 Supersedes local ordinances, but provides some administrative power to the cities to address code violations.

1 Expands certain rights to all Utah renters, not just those living in municipalities with a Fit Premises Ordinance.

1 Landlords are required to respond to emergency issues within 24 hours, correct other habitability issues within 3 d.
and any other contractual issues within 10 days.

1 Tenants may utilize repair and deduct (up to two months rent) or get out of their lease when a landlord fails to corri
a deficient condition in the rental unit.

1 Tenants only need to provide one written notice to landlord and no extended corrective period before they can
exercise a tenant remedy.

1 Victims of domestic violence may terminate a rental agreement with some conditions.

Due to the state preemption which survived in the bill, a number of protections provided at the local level were lost. Iss
need to continue to be addressed to ensure tenants have access to safe, healthy, and affordable housing. Housing ad
will continue to work to strengthen tenant protections and remedies, and improve housing conditions for all Utahns.

2010 Interim Legislative Items

9 Transfer or Sale disclosure price of real pjr opert
transfer or sale tax on real property (HB 61 & HIR 7) ; Utah doesn't have such tax
HB 190 Meth Contaminated Properties

HB 220" Disproportionate Rental Fee Amendments/Good Landlord Program Issues
Assisted Housing Waiting Lists

Residential Facilities for the Elderly (HB 401)

Property Tax Exemptions (HB 182)

Community Redevelopment and Renewal Agency (SB 196)

Housing discrimination provisions related to LGBT population
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2010 Legislative Update: Renters and Foreclosure I

L D —
Shawn Teigen, Community Action Partnership of Utah shawn@caputah.org
£ In Utah, renters have never had any rights following foreclosure of the properties they were
= renting. Once the properties were sold at auction, renters were expected to move out,
regardless of whether or not they had any notice that the properties were being foreclosed
[g{f'l ’ upon.

President Obama signed the Protecting Tenants at Foreclosure Act of 2009 (PTFA) into lav
just under a year ago. This bill allows renters in foreclosed properties to remain in their

]!’ 4 EfNSyy, homes for a minimum of 90 days. It also requires that new owners of these properties acce
,fw []E § 1 Section 8 voucher payments. Unfortunately, the bill sunsets (or expires) on December 31,
= 2012.

St While the PTFA is a great bill, it did not completely solve the problem that renters in Utah

have faced. Mortgage holders have not been notifying renters of their rights under the PTF/
and worse, some mortgage holders have been providing inaccurate information and
threatening renters that they need to move out immediately after auction.

What is the solution? During the Utah General Session Representative Harper sgdSdiZthe Foreclosure

Processes on Residential Rental Properties. After much compromise the bill passed and was sighegdasoiteay; it
effectonMay 11, 2010 The bill requires that notices of renters
renter in foreclosed properties. The notice references the PTFA and alerts renters that they must continue to pay their
The bill also sunsets on December 31, 2012.

A PTFA Fact Sheet in English and Spanish is available on Utah Housing Coalition Web site
http://www.utahhousing.org/public_policy.htm

$1.8M Foreclosure Prevention Grant

A ABy the Numberso Look at Progress si

Please note that 16 full and pérhe jobs for counselors were created since last fall. New and existing counselors received
certification training in January. We anticipate that the numbers will continue to rise as capacity increases at each agency

New Households Serviced by Participating Agencies 2,491
Households Brought Mortgage Current 124
Households Refinanced Mortgage 35
Households Maodified Mortgage 197
Households Initiated Forbearance or Repayment Plan 70
Households Sold Property or Performed Stgamte 47
Households Attended Foreclosure Workshop 883
Households Foreclosed on Mortgage 31
Households Currently in Foreclosure Counseling* 758

*As of March 31, 2010
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2010 Legislative Update: Funding

Olene Walker Housing Loan Fund

For the 2011 Fiscal Year, the Legislature approved

$2,236,300 from the General Fund ( a $39,000 cut), and

No onetime money.

Initially, the Governor6s recommende ¢ a

$105,000 cut from last year .
The Legislature provides an allocation from the General Fund and they have the gzlrzrll_sae g/lgs
option to provide oné¢ | me money. Theredbs no dedicat ecy source of
OWHLF .

Pamela Atkinson Homeless Trust Fund

For the 2011 Fiscal Year, the Legislature approved _
Palmer Court

$583,1000 from the General Fund ( a $30,000 cut). Salt Lake City

No onetime money.

Initially, the Governoros recommended b , had a

$105,000 cut from last year .

The Legislature provides an allocation from the General Fund and they have the
option to provide oné | me money. Theredés a dedi cal
voluntary tax income contribution.

. . ) ) . Grace Mary Manor
For indepth information regarding funding, please contact South Salt Lake

Dr. Andrea Wilko, Legislative Fiscal Analyst Office awilko@utah.gov

Projects funded, rehabilitated or supported by using funds from OWHLF and Pamela
Atkinson Homeless Trust Fund

River Park Senior Housing, Cache Valley
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